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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH

Our mission at First Lutheran Church is to bring people into a relationship with Jesus Christ and to help them grow in the Christian faith.

Come & Hear the
Dubois Cantata
During Holy Week!

It has been a tradition at First
Lutheran for the Cathedral
Choir to sing “The Seven Last
Words of Christ” cantata by
Theodore Dubois during Holy
Week. This year the cantata
will be presented on
Wednesday, March 27 at
7:00 p.m. in the sanctuary.
An orchestra of nearly 30 members will provide the accompaniment. There will
be three vocal soloists from local area colleges. David Ferreira will be the
conductor and the Cathedral Choir will sing the choral parts. A free-will offering
will be received following the performance to help defray expenses. Please come
and share in this First Lutheran Church tradition during Holy Week, and bring a
friend along with you!

Come & Sing the Cantata with the Cathedral Choir!

Come and sing with the Cathedral Choir during the Lenten season as preparations
are made to sing The Seven Last Words of Christ by Theodore Dubois.
Rehearsals are right after the Wednesday Lenten services in the Choir
Room (located below the Celebration Hall). Rehearsal will last between 20-30
minutes. You are free to leave after that OR you may wish to stay and sing with
the choir as it prepares Sunday morning anthems. Come & sing and enjoy the
fellowship! The cantata is a powerful piece of music and is not difficult to sing.

Celebrate:
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Palm Sunday Comes Early S
Palm Sunday typically stands as the entrance into Holy Week. _j\i\\
However, this year it will come a little earlier for us at First Lutheran. =7 Q
Our teaching and preaching from Christmas to Easter has followed /( E
the sixteen chapters of Jesus: The Greatest Story. We will celebrate %‘(*Q \\
Palm Sunday on March 10 as we continue to follow the chronology '
of the Jesus Story. So come! Come early as we sing, celebrate and wave palm
branches as we recount Jesus entering into Jerusalem for that final week. The
following themes and scripture serves as our map as we make our way towards
Easter Sunday.

March 10 - Palm Sunday (Mark 11:1-19)

March 17 - Broken For You (Mark 14:12-25)

March 24 - Crucify Him! (Mark 15:16-47)
March 31 - Easter (Luke 24:1-12)
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Good Fnday
On Good Friday, we will gather in
the sanctuary from noon until 3:00
p.m. to hear the seven last words.
Each word is designed as a
short, 25 minute worship service
that includes a message, special
music, and congregational singing.
Also, this is a wonderful time for
silence and prayer as we reflect
upon the words of Jesus. You are
invited to come and go at any
point during these three hours.

Tenebrae Service

In the evening, please join us for
our Tenebrae service at 7:00 p.m.
in the Celebration Hall. Tenebrae
comes from the Latin word
meaning shadows or darkness.
Typically, the rhythm of the
Tenebrae service includes
scripture readings along with the
gradual extinguishing of candles
until the community of faith is
surrounded by darkness. As part
‘of our service, we will also hear a
dramatic reading entitled 7 Was
There. Here, we will meet
characters, such as doubt, sorrow,
fear, shame, agony, hate, and
finally, death. All of these
characters profess that they were
there the night that Jesus was
crucified. The Tenebrae service
is a powerful experience.




LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES

Holy Week
Schedule 2013

Wednesday, March 27
Wednesday Fellowship with
Holy Communion Service
1:30 p.m. Chapel
The Seven Last Words
of Christ Cantata
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary

Maundy Thurs., Mar. 28
Maundy Thursday Service
with Holy Communion
1:30 p.m. Chapel
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary

Good Friday, March 29
Seven Last Words Service
Noon - 3:00 p.m. Sanctuary
Tenebrae Service
7:00 p.m. Celebration Hall

Easter Sunday

Worship Services
Sunday, March 31

Sunrise Service
with Holy Communion
7:30 a.m. Sanctuary

Worship Services
with Holy Communion
Sanctuary
9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Worship Services
with Holy Communion
Celebration Hall
9:00 & 11:00 a.m.

Let Your Life Speak

What am I supposed to do with my life? Where is God

calling me? Who am I meant to be? These are deep and

wonderful questions that seemingly follow us throughout

life. Parker Palmer, in his wonderful little book about

vocation, cautions us that “before we tell our life what .
we intend to do with it, we are to listen for what it Lnyg‘,’i‘um ’
intended to do with us.” Looking back, what has your e
life told you? Looking ahead, how is your life leading s
you? What is God doing in your life? What does God want to

do with your life?

by Pastor Marty Tollefson

Join Rollie Johnson and me along a four-week journey as we explore these
important questions of our life. We will be thinking and reflecting upon
the role of discernment, the practice of prayer, and we will take a
journey alongside Parker Palmer as we seek to let our lives speak. In
addition to this four-week journey, we will also be offering a three-day
silent retreat for those who would like to spend time in silence and
solitude. This opportunity is not a “getting away from it all”, but perhaps,
a getting back to it all!

We will be meeting Tuesday evenings (Mar. 5, 12, 19, 26) at 6:30 p.m. in
the Adult Education Room OR Wednesday evenings (Mar. 6, 13, 20, 27)
at 6:00 p.m. in the Adult Education Room. Books will be available at
the first gathering. The capstone retreat will be April 8-10. Please, see the
details in the article below. We really hope that you will join us for this
important time!
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Three-Day Silent Retreat - Six Spots Left!!!
April 8-10 - Cost: $180

Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) is a Franciscan Center of Spirituality

& YD an called to serve God’s people through prayer and

LR by providing the opportunity to retreat into the
WAl silence and solitude of a simple hermitage

S4e B8 environment. It is located 30 minutes north of the
Twin Cities near St. Francis.

This experience is for the person wishing to take
their faith journey deeper by spending a deliberate and purposeful time
alone in silence and solitude with God. It is a time of rest, prayer,
contemplation, journaling, waking and being available in the presence of
your Creator. It is a beautiful time away from cell phones, television,
computers and other modern distractions. It is time spent simply and
solely alone with God. We will carpool together to the center as fellow
pilgrims, then spend our 48 hours alone. This is open to all men and
women. First come, first served for 12 people who return a $100 deposit.
Contact Rollie Johnson at 235-7389 with questions or to sign up.



LENTEN OPPORTUNITIES

Lenten Fundraiser - Can We Dig It? Yes, We Can!

Water is a basic necessity of life. Helping a
community construct and maintain a water well opens
a world of opportunity. With each working well as

many as 500 families gain access to clean, safe Y.

drinking water. People no longer thirst. They are i

healthier and stronger. Sanitation improves and best E?Ster Llly

of all, women and children who used to spend several Would you like to sponsor an

hours each day fetching water can reallocate their Easter lily or flower in honor of or

time to school, work and family. So this Lent, let’s in memory of a loved one? The
pool our resources together, dig deep into our pockets and build three wells for cost is $11 per plant. Please fill
people who need them. out the form below and bring it
Our Goal: $7,500 To Dig Three Wells with your payment to the

— church office by Sunday,

Congider this: March 24. Contact Magda with

e Combined, unclean water and poor sanitation are the world’s second
largest killer of children.

o Water-related illnesses result in a loss of 272 million days of school .
attendance for children, mostly in sub-Saharan Africa and south Asia. EASTER LILY: I wish to

e Millions of women spend several hours a day collecting water. purchase a lily or plant for Easter

e Close to half of all people in developing countries are suffering at any Sunday. PLEASE PRINT.
given time from a health problem caused by dirty water or unsanitary
conditions. IN MEMORY OF:

Take advantage of these opportunities to “POOL” our resources and raise
money for wells in Central African Republic.

questions at 235-7389.

e Noisy offerings: Drop your money in the “watering can” as you leave
worship.

e Water Bottles: The youth will be selling water
bottles in the Gathering Place. The bottles cost
$5 each and proceeds benefit the Lenten
fundraiser. Inside each bottle are tips from the
Health Ministry Committee on the essentials of
water for healthy living. The aluminum 22 oz.
water bottles with carabineers have FLC’s logo
and the theme verse imprinted on them. These
can be purchased in the church office.

e Coin Folders: These are available in the
Gathering Place or at the front desk. Take them home and fill them with
quarters; one for each day. One coin folder equals $10.

e  Worship Offering: Drop your offering in the offering plate and
designate it for “Well Fundraiser.”

e Drop your money in the well: You can throw your money in the well
in the Gathering Place. Make a wish for clean water as you do!
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OR IN HONOR OF:

FROM

Lenten Coin Folder
You are invited to pick up a Lenten Coin Folder and help
provide funds for the three wells. Coin folders are available
in the church office, the Information Booth, and the

PHONE
Resource Counter.







